


Opportunities 

John 4:35–36 
“Do you not say, ‘four months more and then 

the harvest.’?  I tell you, open your eyes and 
look at the fields!  They are ripe for harvest.  
Even now the reaper draws his wages, even 
now he harvests the crop for eternal life, so 
that the sower and reaper may be glad 
together.” 
 

Current evidence for spiritual openness... 



Begin with One 



Value the Person 

Luke 15:7 
I tell you that in the same way there is more 

rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who 
repents than over ninety-nine righteous 
persons who do not need to repent. 

 

 LOST PEOPLE MATTER TO GOD! 



Proclamational Evangelism 

Options 

Passage Biblical 
Example 

Current 
Example 

Requirements Availability 

Acts 2 Peter Billy 
Graham 

Natural 
Ability & 
Spiritual Gift 

1-2% 

Matthew 5 Jesus Most 
Churches 



Encounter Evangelism 

Options 

Passage Biblical 
Example 

Current 
Example 

Requirements Availability 

Acts 8 Phillip Visitation 
Ministries 

Personality 
&  

Spiritual Gift 

10% 

John 3 Jesus 



Relational Evangelism 

Options 

Passage Biblical 
Example 

Current 
Example 

Requirements Availability 

1 Thessalonians  

2:7-11 
Paul Young Life Friends 70-90

% 
John 1:14 Jesus Search 



Principles 



Conversion! 

0 -10 +10 

Reproducer Hostile 

Open 

First Principle 

Evangelism is a Process 

John 4:36-38 
"One sows and another reaps..." 



GOD’S JOB 
0 -10 +10 

Second Principle 

God is Responsible For the Results 

1 Cor 3:5-7   “I planted, Apollos watered, 
         but God made it grow…” 



3 Barriers 



3 Barriers build 

The Emotional Barrier 
The Intellectual Barrier 
The Volitional Barrier 
 



Emotional Barrier 

Results from: 
a Bad Experience with Christians or with 

organized religion 

 
Their Reaction: 

 Isolation from Christians or organized 
religion 



Emotional Barrier 

Our Response: 

Relationships 

Cultivating growing, non-manipulative 
relationships with people 



1 Corinthians 9:19-23 
Though I am free and belong to no man, I make myself a slave to 

everyone, to win as many as possible.  
To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To those under the 

law I became like one under the law… so as to win those under the 
law.  To those not having the law I became like one not having the 
law… so as to win those not having the law.  To the weak I became 
weak, to win the weak.  

I have become all things to all men so that by all possible means I might 
save some.  I do all this for the sake of the gospel, that I may share in 
its blessings. 

Develop Relationships  
   based on Common Ground 



Common Ground 

 
 Believer  Common  Seeker 
  Ground 

 
 
 
Definition:   

Shared areas of interest, background, experience, ability, or 
life situation that serve as a basis for developing a relationship. 



3 Barriers build 

The Emotional Barrier 
The Intellectual Barrier 
 



Intellectual Barrier 

Results from: 
  Bad Information about Christianity or the 

Bible 

 
Their Reaction: 

 Indifference to Christianity and the Bible 
 



Intellectual Barrier 

Our Response: 

Research &     
 Respond 

Learning how to sensitively answer the 
questions of our friends 



Prepare 

Be spiritually committed  

Be intellectually prepared 

Be relationally sensitive  

Be constantly ready 

1 Peter 3:15 
But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord.  Always be 

prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you 
to give the reason for the hope that is within you.  
But do this with gentleness and respect. 



3 Barriers build 

The Emotional Barrier 
The Intellectual Barrier 
The Volitional Barrier 
 



Volitional Barrier 

Results from: 
a Bad Nature 
 

Their Reaction: 
They are Powerless 



Volitional Barrier 

Our Response: 

Reliance  

Depending on God to open doors for 
sharing Christ with others 



And you were dead in your trespasses and 
sins, in which you formerly walked according 
to the course of this world, according to the 
prince of the power of the air, of the spirit 
that is now working in the sons of 
disobedience.   

Ephesians 2:1-3 

They are Dead     

Understand their Condition 



And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to 
those who are perishing.  The god of this age 
has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that 
they cannot see the light of the gospel of the 
glory of Christ, who is the image of God.   

2 Corinthians 4:3-5 
They are Blind     

Understand their Condition 



And the Lord’s servant must not quarrel; instead, he must be kind 
to everyone, able to teach, not resentful. Those who oppose him 
he must gently instruct, in the hope that God will grant them 
repentance leading them to a knowledge of the truth, and that 
they will come to their senses and escape from the trap of the 
devil, who has taken them captive to do his will. 

 

They are Captive  (2 Timothy 2:25-26) 
 

Understand their Condition 



Rely on God’s Power 

Acts 1:8 
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 

comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth.” 

Acts 4:31 
After they prayed, the place where they were meeting 

was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly. 

 



Proceed to Discipleship… 

2 Timothy 2:1-2 
You therefore , my son, be strong in the grace 

that is in Christ Jesus.  And the things which 
you have heard from me in the presence of 
many witnesses, these entrust to faithful 
men, who will be able to teach others also. 

 




